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land and Iceland. There is a carefully drawn map of the reconstructed Eocene 
globe. Some such distribution of land and water as he outlines, it is maintained, 
must be assumed to account for similarities in Tertiary fauna and flora in lands 
so widely separated by impassable water barriers as are South America, Australia 
and Africa. He contests the theory of Wallace, that those similarities can be ex- 
plained as produced by the action of winds, birds and marine currents. His 
studies lead him also to claim that Darwin's "Natural Selection" is only a sub- 
ordinate factor in the origin of species. This book is indeed a valuable addition 
to the literature of biology and geology, as well as to that of zoogeography. 

E. L. S. 

Die SchifFahrt der Indianer. Von Dr. Georg Friederici, Haupt- 
mann a. D. pp. VII, 130. Stuttgart, Verlag von Strecker & SchrSder, 
1907. 

Thi9 monograph is No. I of a series of Studien und Forschungen zur Menschen- 
und Volkerkunde issued under the direction of Dr. Georg Buschan. It promises 
to be an interesting and useful series of ethnological studies, brief but thoroughly 
scientific. With the author, we are inclined to express regret that suitable illus- 
trations were necessarily excluded on account of space. In a study of this charac- 
ter, illustrations, if properly selected and well printed, add greatly to the interest 
and the scientific value. To annotate extensively is characteristic of German 
thoroughness, but the author, like Carlyle in the case of his "French Revolution," 
has had occasion to lament the untimely loss of his manuscript for the foot-note 
part of his work. These notes we are promised at a later date. Notwithstanding 
this loss there is a carefully selected bibliographical list appended. 

The monograph is confined to a consideration of the American Indians, and 
the author finds the field particularly rich. 

Eight different types of boats are described and the places where used. That 
which belongs to a completely equipped boat, the sails, the oars, the rudder, etc., 
receives consideration appropriate to a scientific work. 

The style of the author is graceful and easy. His monograph is one that can- 
not fail to interest even the average reader. E. L. S. 

The Zonal Belt Hypothesis. A New Explanation of the Cause of 
the Ice Ages. By Joseph T. Wheeler. 402 pp. J. B. Lippincott 
Co., Philadelphia and London, igo8. 

About two-thirds of the book is concerned with myths, and consists largely of 
quotations from other authors. Such a work can hardly be called an important 
contribution to the literature concerning the «auses of glacial periods. The book 
is advertised as a "study on the evolution of climates." It postulates a system of 
cloud belts which float in the upper regions of the atmosphere. The conditions 
which allowed them to rise to these heights were brought about by an attenuated 
blanket of planetesimal dust, which spread out like a canopy in still higher 
regions. This covering to a large extent prevented radiation from below. Water 
vapour, being lighter than air, "always rises until the loss of its heat causes it to 
condense and form into clouds." Under the conditions here described, this loss 
of heat would be greatly retarded, and therefore the ordinary cloud zone would 
be transferred to the upper or outer regions of the atmosphere. 

The primary system is supposed to have been similar to the rings of Saturn, 
and to have been influenced by centrifugal force. As each ring approached the 



